Board of Commissioners
Minutes March 15, 2022
Work Session

TOWN OF TRYON

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MARCH 15, 2022
TRYON TOWN HALL - MCCOWN MEETING ROOM
6:00 P.M. WORK SESSION

Present: Mayor J. Alan Peoples Mayor Pro Tem Chrelle Booker
Commissioners: Bill Crowell, Bill Ingham
Absent: Commissioner Crys Armbrust

Staff Present: Town Manager Zach Ollis Town Clerk Susan Bell
Fire Captain Josh Connell Fireman Jackson Tipton
Attorney William Morgan arrived at 6:13 pm

CALL TO ORDER
Mavyor Peoples called the work session to order.

Town Manager Ollis explained the fire truck that is on the agenda is outside if anyone wants to take a
look before we get started. This is the mini pumper we are looking at exchanging with Columbus.
Everyone went out and Captain Connell explained all the features and the Board returned inside.

Mayor Pro Booker asked if everyone received the letter from Mr. Vining concerning the bathrooms.
Commissioner Ingham said it was plans for the one near Sidestreet. It’s a great idea, but we have to
look at our budget. Commissioner Crowell stated it is out of our budget. Town Manager Ollis replied he
had spoken to Jon Varner, the new owner of the Owens Pharmacy building and he is looking at putting a
proposal together for us where Barkway used to be. Commissioner Ingham replied bathrooms are
already there. Ollis explained they are looking at a sitting room with a TV running continuously about
Tryon. Mayor Peoples asked if he was looking at putting rails on the sidewalk. Ollis replied yes.
Commissioner Crowell stated TTDA is looking into the railing.

Commissioner Ingham stated all he had was the restrooms and the Park discussion. He told Alan earlier
that he had road through Galax and he would be upset about this if he lived there. Commissioner
Crowell replied he knows the people are upset. Mayor Peoples responded when the property was
donated, the man asked him what he would do with it and he told him that he would put Harriett’s
Garden with small flowers, a gazebo and a couple of parking spaces. He had the plans drawn up.
Crowell and Ingham feel they all need to go and look at the location, before doing anything.

Charles Widdicker replied the property is zoned residential. Ollis responded parks are allowed in R-4.
Mr. Widdicker asked if the Town owns the property or if the man still owned it. Mayor Peoples
responded it belongs to the Town. The owner bought this property so that no one could build on the
property.

Margaret Curtis asked if there was a master plan for parks, because she feels that a gazebo doesn’t fit in
with Woodland Park. Sunflowers do not grow there. They would be better at Harmon Field. Could the
Town not find a better place to locate the gazebo.
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Harold Mass asked when did you talk to the donor about this. Mayor Peoples explained he had talked
to him several times. He also reported that several people near Woodland Park are leaving part of their
land or giving a right-of-way agreement to Woodland Park for a walking trail.

Mark Holland apologized to Mayor Peoples for his previous behavior with him. He is ashamed. Mayor
Peoples said it is in the past and will stay in the past. Mr. Holland did call Bob Brown and talked with
him. He is all for Harriett’s Garden, but you all need to come behind his house and see where the lot
lineis. It's only thirty feet from his house. He is concerned with people walking in there. He would love
to be on a committee to decide what to do with the park. Is there not an ordinance in North Carolina
about easements for parks? It’s just really close to his home.

The Commissioners agreed, they need to go and look at the property, before making a decision. Mayor
Peoples agreed the Board will set this aside for this month and put it on next month’s agenda. Ellen
Reichenbach replied the master plan needs to be worked on.

Commissioner Crowell had nothing.
ADJOURN

Mayor Peoples entertained a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Ingham so moved. The motion carried
unanimously.

J. Alan Peoples, Mayor

Attest:

Susan B. Bell, Town Clerk



